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This study aims to explore the integration of social education with digital
literacy in school settings and examine its impact on students’ social and digital
competencies. In the context of rapid technological advancement, students are
required not only to master digital skills but also to demonstrate responsible and
ethical behavior in online environments. Therefore, integrating social education
with digital literacy becomes essential in preparing students for the challenges
of the 21st century.

This research employed a qualitative approach, involving teachers and students
selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected through classroom
observations, semi-structured interviews, and document analysis. The data were
analyzed using thematic analysis to identify patterns related to instructional
strategies, student engagement, skill development, and implementation
challenges.

The findings reveal that the integration of social education with digital literacy
enhances student engagement, promotes critical thinking, and fosters
responsible digital behavior. Students demonstrated improved collaboration,
communication, and ethical awareness when engaging in digitally supported
social learning activities. In addition, teachers played a crucial role in
facilitating meaningful learning experiences and guiding students in applying
social values within digital contexts. However, challenges such as limited
technological resources, unequal access to digital tools, and lack of teacher
training were identified as barriers to effective implementation.

In conclusion, integrating social education with digital literacy is a relevant and
effective approach to developing students’ competencies in the digital era. It is
recommended that educational institutions provide adequate support, training,
and resources to ensure the successful implementation of this integrated
learning approach.

INTRODUCTION
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In the rapidly evolving digital era, education systems are challenged to equip students
not only with academic knowledge but also with the social and digital competencies
necessary to navigate complex societal and technological environments. The
widespread use of digital technologies, including social media, online communication
platforms, and information-sharing systems, has transformed how individuals
interact, learn, and participate in society. As a result, schools are expected to play a
crucial role in preparing students to become responsible, critical, and ethical digital
citizens.

Social education, which focuses on developing students’ social awareness,
responsibility, values, and interpersonal skills, has long been recognized as a
fundamental component of holistic education. It aims to foster empathy, tolerance,
cooperation, and civic engagement among learners. Meanwhile, digital literacy refers
to the ability to access, evaluate, create, and communicate information using digital
technologies effectively and responsibly. These two domains—social education and
digital literacy—are increasingly interconnected in the context of modern education.

The integration of social education with digital literacy is essential in addressing
contemporary challenges such as misinformation, cyberbullying, digital ethics, and
online social behavior. Students today are not only consumers of information but also
active contributors in digital spaces. Without proper guidance, they may struggle to
distinguish credible information from false content, engage in inappropriate online
interactions, or misuse digital platforms. Therefore, combining social values with
digital competencies can help students develop critical thinking, ethical awareness,
and responsible behavior in both online and offline contexts.

Furthermore, integrating these two areas supports the development of 21st-century
skills, including communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity.
Through well-designed instructional strategies, teachers can create learning
environments that encourage students to engage in meaningful discussions, analyze
social issues using digital tools, and participate in collaborative problem-solving
activities. This integration also aligns with current educational goals that emphasize
student-centered learning and the use of technology to enhance educational outcomes.

Despite its importance, the implementation of integrated social education and digital
literacy in schools remains a challenge. Many educators face limitations such as lack
of training, insufficient technological resources, and limited understanding of how to
effectively combine these two domains in classroom practice. Additionally, curriculum
constraints and varying levels of digital access among students can hinder the
successful integration process.

Therefore, this study aims to explore how social education can be effectively integrated
with digital literacy in school settings and to examine its impact on students’ social
competence and digital behavior. By understanding the strategies, challenges, and
outcomes of this integration, this research is expected to provide valuable insights for
educators, policymakers, and curriculum developers in designing more relevant and
effective educational practices for the digital age.
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METHOD

This study employed a qualitative research design to explore how social education can
be integrated with digital literacy in school settings and to understand its impact on
students’ social and digital competencies. A qualitative approach was chosen because
it allows for an in-depth examination of participants’ experiences, perceptions, and
practices related to the integration of social and digital learning.

The research was conducted in selected secondary schools where digital tools are
actively used in the teaching and learning process. The participants consisted of
teachers and students who were directly involved in social education and digital-based
learning activities. Participants were selected using purposive sampling, ensuring that
those chosen had relevant experience and knowledge regarding the implementation of
social education and digital literacy integration.

Data were collected through multiple techniques to ensure comprehensive and reliable
findings. First, classroom observations were conducted to examine how teachers
integrate social education values—such as collaboration, empathy, and
responsibility—into digital learning activities. These observations focused on teaching
strategies, student engagement, and the use of digital platforms in supporting social
learning.

Second, semi-structured interviews were carried out with teachers and selected
students to gather in-depth insights into their experiences, challenges, and
perceptions of integrating social education with digital literacy. The interviews allowed
participants to express their views freely while still addressing the key research
objectives.

Third, document analysis was used to review relevant materials such as lesson plans,
curriculum documents, digital learning content, and school policies related to
technology use and character education. This analysis helped to understand how
integration is formally planned and implemented within the school system.

The collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis. This process involved
organizing the data, coding important information, identifying patterns, and
developing themes related to integration strategies, benefits, and challenges. The
analysis was conducted systematically to ensure that the findings accurately reflected
the participants’ perspectives and experiences.

To ensure the trustworthiness of the study, several strategies were applied, including
data triangulation, member checking, and peer debriefing. Triangulation was achieved
by comparing data from observations, interviews, and documents. Member checking
was conducted by confirming the accuracy of the findings with participants, while peer
debriefing involved discussions with colleagues to enhance the credibility of the
analysis.

Ethical considerations were strictly maintained throughout the research process.
Participants were informed about the purpose of the study and their voluntary

28 Habib https://jurnal.rahiscendekiaindonesia.co.id/index.php/jelim/



https://jurnal.rahiscendekiaindonesia.co.id/index.php/jelim/

JELIM : JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, LANGUAGE, SOCIAL AND MANAGEMENT - VOL. 04 IsSUEO1 (2026)

involvement. Confidentiality and anonymity were ensured by not disclosing
participants’ identities or sensitive information in the research report.

Overall, this method provides a comprehensive approach to understanding how social
education and digital literacy can be effectively integrated in school contexts.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
RESULT

The findings of this study reveal that the integration of social education with digital
literacy in schools contributes significantly to the development of students’ social
competencies and responsible digital behavior. The results are organized into several
key themes that emerged from the data analysis: integration practices, student
engagement, development of social and digital skills, and challenges in
implementation.

First, the study found that teachers implemented various strategies to integrate social
education with digital literacy in classroom activities. These strategies included the
use of online discussion forums, collaborative projects using digital platforms, and
problem-based learning activities that addressed real-life social issues. Teachers
incorporated values such as respect, responsibility, and cooperation into digital tasks,
encouraging students to practice positive social behavior while using technology. In
addition, digital tools such as learning management systems and social media
platforms were used to facilitate interaction and communication among students.

Second, the integration was found to enhance student engagement in the learning
process. Students showed increased participation when digital tools were combined
with interactive and socially relevant content. They were more motivated to express
their opinions, collaborate with peers, and engage in discussions related to social
issues. The use of digital media also allowed students to access diverse sources of
information, which enriched their understanding and encouraged more active
involvement in learning activities.

Third, the findings indicate that the integration of social education with digital literacy
supports the development of important skills. Students demonstrated improved critical
thinking when evaluating online information, as well as better communication and
collaboration skills through digital interactions. Moreover, students became more
aware of ethical issues in digital environments, such as respecting others’ opinions,
avoiding harmful behavior, and understanding the consequences of their online
actions. This integration helped foster digital responsibility and social awareness
simultaneously.

Furthermore, the study found that teachers played a crucial role in guiding students’
learning experiences. Effective teachers were able to design meaningful learning
activities, facilitate discussions, and model appropriate digital behavior. Their ability
to connect social values with digital practices was essential in ensuring that students
not only used technology effectively but also responsibly.
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However, several challenges were identified in the implementation of this integration.
Some teachers experienced difficulties due to limited technological skills and lack of
training in integrating social and digital learning. In addition, unequal access to digital
devices and internet connectivity among students affected the consistency of
participation. Time constraints and curriculum demands also limited the extent to
which teachers could fully implement integrated learning strategies.

Overall, the results demonstrate that integrating social education with digital literacy
has a positive impact on students’ engagement, skill development, and behavior. At
the same time, addressing the identified challenges is essential to optimize the
effectiveness of this approach in educational settings.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study highlight the significant role of integrating social education
with digital literacy in enhancing students’ overall competencies in the modern
educational context. The results demonstrate that such integration not only improves
students’ engagement in learning but also fosters the development of critical social and
digital skills necessary for navigating today’s interconnected world.

One of the key insights from this study is the effectiveness of combining social values
with digital learning activities. The integration enables students to practice important
social competencies—such as empathy, respect, and collaboration—within digital
environments where much of their interaction now occurs. This finding supports the
view that education must evolve alongside technological advancements, ensuring that
students are not only digitally skilled but also socially responsible. Without this
balance, digital literacy alone may lead to technical proficiency without ethical
awareness.

The increased level of student engagement observed in this study suggests that digital
tools, when used meaningfully, can create more interactive and student-centered
learning environments. Students were more willing to participate, share ideas, and
collaborate with peers when learning activities incorporated digital platforms and
addressed real-world social issues. This indicates that the integration of social
education and digital literacy aligns well with constructivist learning principles, where
students actively construct knowledge through interaction and experience.

Furthermore, the development of students’ critical thinking skills in evaluating digital
information is an important outcome of this integration. In an era where
misinformation and unverified content are widespread, the ability to critically assess
information is essential. By embedding social education values into digital literacy
practices, students become more aware of the ethical dimensions of information use,
including honesty, accountability, and respect for diverse perspectives. This
contributes to the formation of responsible digital citizens who can participate
constructively in online communities.

The role of teachers, as identified in the findings, is central to the success of this
integration. Teachers act not only as facilitators of knowledge but also as role models
who demonstrate appropriate digital behavior and guide students in applying social
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values in digital contexts. Effective teaching strategies, such as collaborative learning
and problem-based approaches, were found to enhance both social interaction and
digital competence. This underscores the need for continuous professional
development to equip teachers with the skills required to integrate these domains
effectively.

However, the challenges identified in this study indicate that the integration process
is not without obstacles. Limited technological resources, lack of teacher training, and
unequal access to digital tools remain significant barriers. These issues highlight the
importance of institutional support and policy interventions to ensure that all students
and teachers have the necessary resources and competencies. Additionally, resistance
to change and rigid curriculum structures may hinder innovation in teaching
practices, suggesting the need for more flexible and adaptive educational frameworks.

Another important consideration is the digital divide among students, which can create
disparities in learning opportunities. Students with limited access to devices or
internet connectivity may be disadvantaged in participating fully in digital-based social
learning activities. Therefore, addressing issues of access and equity is essential to
ensure that the benefits of integrating social education and digital literacy can be
experienced by all learners.

In conclusion, the discussion confirms that integrating social education with digital
literacy is a relevant and effective approach to preparing students for the demands of
the 21st century. It promotes not only academic development but also the formation
of ethical, responsible, and socially aware individuals. To maximize its impact,
stakeholders in education must address existing challenges, invest in teacher training,
and provide adequate resources to support the successful implementation of this
integrated approach.

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that the integration of social education with digital literacy plays
a vital role in enhancing students’ competencies in both social and digital domains. By
combining social values such as empathy, responsibility, and collaboration with digital
skills, students are better prepared to navigate the complexities of the modern,
technology-driven world. This integrated approach not only improves students’
engagement in learning but also fosters critical thinking, ethical awareness, and
responsible digital behavior.

The findings indicate that effective implementation of this integration depends largely
on well-designed instructional strategies, active student participation, and the crucial
role of teachers as facilitators and role models. When social education is embedded
within digital learning activities, students are able to connect theoretical values with
real-life practices, particularly in online environments where social interaction
increasingly occurs.

However, the study also highlights several challenges, including limited technological
resources, unequal access to digital tools, and insufficient teacher training. These
challenges suggest that successful integration requires strong institutional support,
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continuous professional development for educators, and policies that promote
equitable access to technology for all students.

In conclusion, integrating social education with digital literacy is an effective and
relevant approach to improving educational outcomes and preparing students for the
demands of the 21st century. Educational institutions are encouraged to adopt this
integrated model by developing supportive learning environments, enhancing teacher
competencies, and ensuring adequate resources. Future research is recommended to
explore this integration using broader samples and different research approaches to
further strengthen the evidence and applicability of the findings
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