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	This study explores the role of mosque-based educational programs in promoting Islamic values among youth in Sibuhuan, North Sumatra. Utilizing a qualitative descriptive approach, data were collected through observations, interviews, and document analysis involving religious educators, youth participants, and community members. The findings reveal that structured activities such as Qur’an classes, halaqah (study circles), and community service initiatives significantly contribute to the development of moral character, religious discipline, and social responsibility among adolescents. Despite challenges such as limited resources and competition from digital distractions, the mosque remains an effective center for non-formal religious education. The study recommends stronger collaboration between mosques, schools, and local governments to enhance the reach and impact of such programs.
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INTRODUCTION
The development of Islamic values among youth is a critical foundation for fostering moral integrity, social responsibility, and spiritual awareness in the next generation. In an era marked by rapid globalization and shifting cultural influences, many young Muslims face challenges in upholding religious identity and ethical principles. One of the most effective platforms to instill these values is the mosque—traditionally recognized not only as a place of worship but also as a center for education, community gathering, and character development.
Sibuhuan, located in Padang Lawas Regency, North Sumatra, presents a unique socio-religious context where community life is closely tied to Islamic traditions. However, like many other rural areas, youth engagement in religious activities is facing a decline due to the influence of modern entertainment, digital distractions, and limited structured programs. This situation calls for a strategic educational intervention that utilizes the mosque as a central medium for value formation.
According to Nasution (2021), mosque-based education can serve as a transformative agent in shaping students’ character and fostering spiritual resilience. Similarly, Siregar & Lubis (2019) emphasize that programs organized within mosque environments tend to have a stronger emotional and spiritual impact on adolescents, especially when supported by community leaders and educators. These findings align with the perspective of Azra (2012), who argues that Islamic values must be integrated into daily life through continuous and contextual education to remain relevant and applicable.
Several studies have documented the success of mosque-based educational models, particularly in improving religious literacy and nurturing akhlakul karimah (noble character) among children and teenagers (Hidayat, 2020; Rohana, 2018). These models often include activities such as Qur’an reading classes, halaqah (study circles), youth mentoring, and community service projects—each designed to not only transfer knowledge but also cultivate positive behavior.
In light of this, the present study explores how mosque-based educational programs in Sibuhuan contribute to the promotion of Islamic values among youth. It aims to identify effective strategies, assess community participation, and analyze the challenges encountered in implementing such programs. This initiative is expected to offer practical insights for strengthening Islamic education at the grassroots level and fostering value-based leadership among young Muslims.
METHOD
This research applied a qualitative descriptive method to deeply explore how mosque-based educational programs in Sibuhuan contribute to the promotion of Islamic values among youth. The study was carried out in several active mosques in the Sibuhuan area, located in Padang Lawas Regency, North Sumatra. These mosques were selected due to their consistent organization of youth-oriented religious education programs, such as Qur’an recitation classes, Islamic study groups (halaqah), and community-based mentorship initiatives.
To gain meaningful insights, data collection involved direct engagement with the local community. The researcher interacted with three main participant groups: religious educators (ustadz/ustadzah), youth participants aged 12 to 18 who actively took part in mosque activities, and parents or community members who supported the religious education process. Participants were selected using purposive sampling, allowing the study to focus on individuals who were considered knowledgeable and experienced in the context of mosque-based education. In total, 10 youth, 5 educators, and 5 community members were involved in the study.
The data collection process included observation, interviews, and documentation. Observations were conducted during educational sessions to understand how teaching and learning processes unfolded within the mosque environment, and to examine the levels of youth engagement. Semi-structured interviews were held to allow participants to express their thoughts and experiences regarding the programs and their perceived impact on character development. In addition, the researcher analyzed various supporting documents such as teaching materials, activity schedules, and program reports to strengthen the findings.
To analyze the collected data, the researcher followed the steps proposed by Miles and Huberman, starting with data reduction to focus on essential information. This was followed by data display in the form of narrative descriptions and categorized themes, which helped to identify significant patterns related to the promotion of Islamic values. Finally, conclusions were drawn and verified through triangulation across the different data sources to ensure the credibility of the findings.
To enhance trustworthiness, several strategies were employed. Triangulation of observation, interview, and document data ensured a well-rounded perspective. Member checking was also used, in which some participants reviewed the interpretations of their statements to confirm accuracy. Additionally, peer debriefing was conducted with fellow researchers to cross-validate the coding process and thematic conclusions.
Through this method, the study was able to provide a holistic view of the role played by mosque-based educational programs in shaping the moral and spiritual character of Muslim youth in Sibuhuan.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The findings of this study reveal that mosques in Sibuhuan play a central role in promoting Islamic values among youth through structured and continuous non-formal educational programs. These programs include youth religious study groups, Qur’an recitation and memorization classes (tahsin and tahfidz), training on Islamic manners and ethics, as well as social-religious activities such as community clean-ups, charity events, and orphan care initiatives. These activities have proven to not only increase religious knowledge but also significantly shape positive character traits and behaviors among the participating youth.
Based on observations, youth who consistently attend mosque activities demonstrate notable improvements in behavior, including increased discipline, respectful communication, social empathy, and a stronger commitment to performing prayers on time. Religious educators (ustadz and ustadzah) and mosque administrators serve as key role models, providing both moral and spiritual guidance. The religious atmosphere cultivated within the mosque environment reinforces the internalization of values such as honesty, responsibility, and compassion toward others.
Interview data further support these observations. Youth participants reported feeling more connected to their faith and more confident in applying Islamic teachings in their daily lives. They also expressed appreciation for the sense of belonging and positive peer influence they experienced through mosque activities. Parents and community members acknowledged the mosque's contribution in preventing youth from engaging in negative behaviors and viewed these programs as vital in guiding adolescents through moral and spiritual development.
These findings align with previous studies by Nasution (2021) and Siregar & Lubis (2019), who found that mosque-based education has a strong emotional and spiritual impact on adolescents, especially when supported by active community engagement. The success of such programs in Sibuhuan highlights the importance of utilizing local religious institutions as grassroots platforms for value-based education.
However, the study also identified several challenges. Limited resources, lack of consistent funding, and reliance on voluntary teaching staff sometimes hinder the continuity and quality of the programs. Additionally, the attraction of modern entertainment and digital media occasionally competes with youth interest in religious activities. Despite these challenges, the community’s commitment and the adaptability of mosque educators have allowed the programs to remain impactful.
In conclusion, mosque-based educational programs in Sibuhuan significantly contribute to the cultivation of Islamic values among youth. The combination of religious learning, character building, and community involvement creates a holistic model of youth development rooted in Islamic principles. Strengthening these initiatives through collaboration with educational institutions and local government support could further enhance their reach and sustainability.
CONCLUSION
The study concludes that mosque-based educational programs in Sibuhuan play a vital role in instilling Islamic values in youth. Through activities such as Qur’an recitation, religious study groups, character-building sessions, and community service, these programs successfully shape the moral and spiritual development of adolescents. The involvement of religious educators, supportive community members, and a conducive religious environment collectively contribute to the effectiveness of these initiatives.
Despite facing limitations such as limited resources and competition from digital distractions, the resilience and commitment of mosque leaders and youth participants have enabled these programs to remain relevant and impactful. To further strengthen these efforts, collaboration between mosques, educational institutions, and local authorities is recommended. Such partnerships can enhance the sustainability and reach of mosque-based youth programs, ensuring that Islamic values continue to guide the younger generation in facing modern challenges.
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